In Italy the agricultural research on potatoes is not done by specialized institutes, but by a number of isolated workers and by seven institutes having other, main tasks. For tile co-ordination of the work a study centre ("Centro Studi per la Patata") has been formed at Bologna. Some research objects are: Better control of seed potatoes, new and better varieties for general use and for very early culture, Tile most important study object, however, is the very low yield (30-80 qha) obtained in the nlountainous areas of the country and in the warm and dry southern provinces. Varieties adapted to these climates should be developed.
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